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Community & Stakeholder Engagement Overview  

Bellevueõs Environmental Stewardship Plan serves as the roadmap for achieving the cityõs 

environmental sustainability goals. The plan covers  five focus areas ð climate, energy, waste, 

mobility & land use, and natural systems. For each focus area there are high level goals, 

numerical targets , and strategies for achieving those goals and targets.  

Bellevue has a long tradition of engaging residen ts and stakeholders  in planning for the future 

and public  engagement is a key part of this process as well. Community engagement for the 

Environmental Stewardship Plan is spread over three phases . 

¶ Phase One: Refine Goals and Targets (fall 2019):   Understand key concerns & priorities and  

share progress under the last Environmental Stewardship Plan.  

 

¶ Phase Two: Develop strategies and actions (winter 2020):  Work with the community to 

explore key strategies and talk about the actions needed for the planõs success. 

 

¶ Phase Three: Review draft plan (spring -summer  2020): Share the draft with residents and 

other stakeholders for comment.  

 

Phase One kicked off in September  2019 with multiple opportunities for residents  and stakeholders  to 

engage  ð an online survey, 4 pop -up events, 3 presentations at local high schools, a Sustainability 

Leaders workshop, and a community workshop. Through these combined efforts we heard from over  

400 people who shared their vision for environmental stewardship in Bellevue.   

 

Overview of Outreach Findings  

Both the public and key stakeholders view environmental stewardship as an important issue for 

the city to address. Major employers, small business, regional partners, and individual residents 

are all taking action and setting goals around sustainability. K ey themes that were heard 

across all outreach activities include:  

¶ A desire  for ambitious  action.  Both the public and key stakeholders expressed strong 

support for Bellevue being a leader in sustainability and environmental stewardship.  

¶ Commitment to commu nity . Both the public and key stakeholders expressed that 

environmental stewardship is a cornerstone of healthy communities.  

¶ Leading by example . The public identified the City as a leader in environmental 

sustainability and want to see the City pursue bold er action. Key stakeholders expressed 

a desire to collaborate and help the City achieve its goals.  
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Survey Findings  

385 people took the survey both online and in -person at our pop -up events. Residents clearly care 

deeply about environmental stewardship and are looking for the city to lead by example.  

¶ 92% agree that Bellevue should be a leader in sustainability and environmental a ction.  

¶ 87% agree or strongly agree that environmental stewardship is good for the health and 

livability of their community.  

¶ 88% agree or strongly agree that climate change is an important issue to them personally.  

More than half and up to two -thirds of res pondents identified the following as high sustainability 

priorities:   

¶ Water quality  in streams and lakes  

¶ Recycling and  composting  

¶ Access to parks  and  green space  

Some respondents (about one -third) provided additional ideas about sustainability priorities. 

The key themes and takeaways from those ideas are below:  

¶ Look at how  tree canopy goals might conflict with  infrastructure improvements and 

urban sprawl.  

¶ Consider code improvements to improve energy efficiency and reduce heat loss  from 

buildings.  

¶ Ensure goals are impactful and achievable; implement new technology where 

possible.  

Individual Action  

Residents are incorporating environmental stewardship into their 

daily lives. Nearly all survey respondents do multiple things to 

promote sustainability. The top three actions include:  

¶ Recycling or composting  

¶ Using reusable containers, including reusable shopping bags  

¶ Using energy -efficient lightbulbs or appliances, or 

participating in a Green Power program  

City Action  

Survey respond ents are strongly in favor of seeing Bellevue set ambitious goals around 

environmental stewardship. More than 75% of respondents support a Bold  or Leading -Edge  level 

of commitment and approach:  

¶ 48% of respondents support a Leading -Edge  approach.  

¶ 31% of respondents support a Bold  approach.  
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Setting a vision and creating a plan  

The survey included two open ended questions that invited people  to share their vision for 

environmental stewardship and ideas to consider including in the plan. Key themes and ideas 

that emerged include:  

¶ Engage youth and set long -term goals to plan for the future.  

¶ Support sustainable urban growth and development that protects and supports natural 

systems. 

¶ Take a  balanced cost -benefit approach that prioritizes long -term benefits.  

¶ Encourage b usinesses to  take bolder action for sustainability to help Bellevue achieve 

its goals.  

¶ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions through updates to building codes and across 

sectors including industry, transportation, and more.  

¶ Create more infrastructure and incentives for elec tric vehicles.  

¶ Plan for the future of Bellevue.  

¶ Help people make more sustainable choice s through more education and 

engagement.  

¶ Preserve trees and find ways to incorporate tree canopy into planning.  

Community  Workshop  

On Tuesday, October 1, 2019 the city held a community workshop. Thirty-eight  community 

members gathered to learn more about the Environmental Stewardship Plan and progress to 

date; discuss values and priorities around  environmental sustainability; and prov ide input on how 

ambitious the city should be in setting goals.  

¶ Top personal values that guide peopleõs actions include duty to care for the earth, 

obligation to the future, and effectiveness/impact.  

¶ Top civic values  that attendees think should guide the city include effectiveness/impact, 

social justice/equity, and duty to care for the earth.  

¶ Attendees want the city to pursue leading edge strategies  when it comes to addressing 

climate change  

¶ Attendees felt that the cityõs ability to successfully implement leading edge strategies 

would be helped by opportunities to collaborate with regional partners, emerging 

knowledge about best practices, and the residentsõ trust in the city to be a good 

manager of taxpayer resources.  

My vision for environmental stewardship in Bellevue isé 

Á A livable city with clean air and green spaces.  

Á Bellevue excels in c ombining sustainable solutions with growth and a high quality 

of life.  

Survey respondents  
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Pop-Up Events & Presentations  

To reach residents who may not 

otherwise know about opportunities to 

participate the city did pop -up events 

at the Downtown Library, Mini City Hall, 

and the Bellevue Farmerõs Market. At 

these events we shared information 

about the plan, had paper versions of 

the survey available, and invited 

residents to take selfies.  

The city also did intentional outreach 

to youth via presentations to the 

Youthlink Board and to Interlake High 

Schoolõs Green Team.  

Nearly 1/3 of the total survey responses came from these i n-person events.  

Sustainability Leaders Workshop  

To better understand how key stakeholder groups are addressing environmental stewardship 

the city invited representatives from the developer, business, and non -profit environmental 

communities; major employ ers; and regional partners. Thirty individuals gathered in Tuesday, 

September 17, 2019 to hear about the Environmental Stewardship Plan and provide input on 

targets for the plan, explore opportunities for collaboration. Thirty individuals g  

Organization Al ignment  

Across industries and sectors there was broad alignment about the need to urgently address 

environmental sustainability. Key themes that emerged in discussion were:  

¶ Almost all organizations have sustainability goals, particularly related to greenho use gas 

emissions reductions and energy.  

o Bellevue College  aims to be carbon neutral by 2050 and is incorporating 

sustainable development goals in their sustainability efforts.  

¶ Two organizations have energy goals with accelerated timelines:  

o T-Mobile:  100% renewable energy by 2021  

o Unico:  100% renewable energy by 2030.  

 

 

 

 

Electrification is not going to get us 100% to where we need  

to be. Itõs just a piece of what we need to do for the 

environmental and economic goals we need to achieve.  

Sustainability Leader  
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¶ Organizations like Vulcan and Unico  are focused 

on implementing greener, more energy -efficient 

buildings.  

o Existing buildings: 50% renewable energy by 

2030.  

o New construction: 100% renewable energy 

by 2030.  

 

¶ Almost 10 organizations  have goals for Mobility & 

Land Use focused on commute trip reduction 

and/or increasing transit ridership for employees.  

o King County Housing Authority  is buying 

property near transit hubs to help connect 

more people to more transit options as well 

as offering more telecommute options.  

o Bellev ue Chamber of Commerce, Master 

Builders, and Built  Green are also focused 

on improving affordable housing with 

connections to transit hubs and/or that are 

closer to job centers.  

o Bellevue Downtown Association  has policy 

positions that support commute trip 

reduction through multi -modal investments. 

Through TransManage, they encourage 

travel by bus, foot, bike, and carpool.  

¶ With respect to Natural Systems:  

o Vulcan  and GLY are Salmon Safe certified.  

o King County Housing Authority  has goals to 

reduce stormwater and potable water use 

50% by 2030. 

o Bellevue  School District  has a horticulture 

program to help education students about 

local agriculture and urban gardening.  

 

 

 

ÁAmazon*  

ÁArch  

ÁBellevue Brewing+  

ÁBellevue Chamber of 

Commerce  

ÁBellevue College  

ÁBellevue Downtown 

Association  

ÁBellevue School District  

ÁCity of Bellevue  

ÁClimate Solutions*  

ÁERIC+ 

ÁEthnic Business Coalition*  

ÁForterra+  

ÁForth Mobility  

ÁGLY 

ÁHopelink+  

ÁKing County Housing Authority  

ÁKing County Metro  

ÁMaster Builders/Built Green  

ÁMercer Slough Environmental 

Education Center*  

ÁMicrosoft+  

ÁPuget Sound Energy  

ÁREI* 

ÁSound Transit+ 

ÁSu Development  

ÁT-Mobile  

ÁThe Nature  Conservancy+  

ÁUnico Properties  

ÁUrban Sustainability Directors 

Network*  

ÁVulcan  

*Accepted invitation but unable 

to attend  

+Interested but declined 

invitation.  

PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATIONS 
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Motivators & Future Vision  

Sustainability leaders shared what motivates their org anization to be sustainable and their 

vision toward a more sustainable future. Their motivations and vision generally aligned with 

one (or more) of six themes:  

¶ Community  

¶ Climate change  

¶ Economy  

 

¶ Sustainable buildings  

¶ Transportation  

¶ Natural systems  

 

Key organizational motivators  included:  

¶ sense of urgency  

¶ ethic and sense of responsibility for 

environmental protection  

¶ leading by example  

 

¶ equity  

¶ cost savings  

¶ resilience  

¶ behavior change  

 

Attendees expressed desire to work toward a future  with the following characteristics:  

¶ low -carbon or carbon -neutral  

¶ resource -efficient and zero -waste  

¶ thriving economy  

 

¶ healthy communities  

¶ equitable  

 

 
Perceptions of Environmental Stewardship and the Cityõs Role 

Attendees responded to four online polling questions:  

¶ All attendees strongly agreed that environmental stewardship is good for the  health 

and livability of their community . 

¶ The majority (71%) of attendees strongly agreed that environmental stewardship is good 

for business in Bellevue . 

¶ The majority (68%) of attendees strongly agreed that Bellevue should be a leader  in 

sustainability and environmental action.  

¶ Attendees selected four sustainability issues  the City of Bellevue should prioritize in the 

environmental stewardship plan: resiliency t o climate change impacts, energy -efficient 

buildings, alternative transportation modes, and greenhouse gas emissions.  

Whatõs Next 

The input gathered through these efforts will be used to help inform the goals and targets for 

the next Environmental Stewardship. The planõs goals will also incorporate research and 

analysis into best practice s, feedback from other city departments, and careful consideration 

of existing resources and capabilities. And residents and stakeholders will continue to be 

involved in the development of the Environmental Stewardship. 



Community & Stakeholder Engagement Phase 1 ð Fall 2019 

Summary Report  

October 2019      Page | 7 

 

 

Appendix: Survey Results  

The following section provides a summary of the results of the survey performed using engagingbellevue.com, which 

resulted in responses from 385 people.  

 

46%, 178

96%, 371

55%, 210
59%, 226 60%, 230

87%, 334
82%, 314

11%, 42

54%, 209

I walk, take
public transit,

carpool, or bike
to/from

work/school

I recycle and/or
compost

I garden I shop local,
and/or buy re-

used or recycled
clothing,

furniture, and
other materials

I use
environmentally
friendly cleaning

products

I use re-usable
containers,
including re-

usaable
shopping bags

I use energy-
efficient

lightbulbs or
appliances, or
participate in a
Green Power

program

I live or work in
a certified green

building

I support
businesses that
are making a

difference in my
community and
for the planet

Q1. What are you doing personally to support environmental stewardship?
check all that apply - 382 responses, 3 skipped.
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2

15

7

7

22

3

7

21

34

49

8

22

50

69

91

42

43

301

271

214

326

297

Bellevue Should be a leader in sustainability and environmental action.

Environmental Stewardship is good for business in Bellevue.

Environmental stewardship can help me save money and resources.

Environmental stewardship is good for the health and livability of my
community.

Climate change is an important issue to me personally.

Q2. Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements. 
For each statement, please select the option that best matches your view. 384 responses, 1 skipped.

Yes, I strongly agree Yes, I somewhat agree I neither agree nor disagree

No, I somewhat disagree No, I strontly disagree
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17

17

17

15

4

7

0

0

0

0

3

18

19

30

17

9

14

5

23

2

12

9

53

70

98

65

51

47

38

61

27

55

46

90

103

128

96

113

90

89

139

91

97

100

195

158

101

183

199

217

245

153

257

215

218

Greenhouse gas emissions

Resiliency to climate change impacts

Electric vehicles

Alternative transportation modes (bus, biking, walking)

Energy-efficient buildigns

Renewable energy sources (solar,wind)

Recycling and composting

Water consumption

Water quality in streams and lakes

Tree canopy cover (planting more trees)

Access to parks and green space

Q3. Please rate the extent to which you think the city of Bellevue
should prioritize the following sustainability issues. 
For each issue, please select the option that best matches your view. 

382 responses, 3 skipped.

Very High Priority High Priority Moderate Priority Low Priority Very Low Priority
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Key Themes

Q4. Please tell us more about the issues you ranked as very high priority
198 comments covering the following themes 
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14, 4%

8, 2%

7, 2%

51, 13%

117, 31%

182, 48%

Q 5. When you think about taking action on sustainability, 
how ambitious do you want Bellevue to be?

379 responses, 6 skipped

I'm not sure/need more information to
decide

Much less ambitious - Bellevue should take a
big step back.

Less ambitious - Bellevue should tak a small
step back.

As ambitious as they are today - Bellevue
should keep doing what they're doing.

More ambitious - Bellevue should take bold
action.

Much more ambitious - Bellevue should be
on the leading edge.
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Q 6. My vision for environmental stewardship is...
230 total comments covering the following themes
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What should we consider as we develop the Environmental Stewardship Plan?
178 comments covering the following themes
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Appendix: Public Comments   

The following section provides comments received through the survey performed using engagingbellevue.com. 

Recipients had the opportunity to provide additional information on their priorities on three separate questions after rating  

their priority actions.  

Survey respons es have not been corrected  except to remove personal information.  Comments such as ònoneó or òn/aó 

are not shown.  

Please tell us more about the issues you ranked as a very high priority. Why do you think the City of Bellevue should focus 

on those?  

¶ Parks and green spaces is my highest priority.  I think access to these improves our mental and physical health as 

well as supporting the environment (clean air, clean water, habitat).  

¶ Access to parks and green space as the Park Dept tries to take some awa y.  Who knows what else is on their 

agenda.  And why are bikes getting so much attention?  You have an aging factor in Bellevue, those who have to 

drive.   The city is advertising that they have 5 positions on Network on Aging!  

¶ Quit dumping sewage into Lak e Washington. Your sewer failures are continual.  

¶ Tree canopy; recycling/composting; clean waterways  

¶ Most take minimal time but benefit the planet  

¶ If we don't focus on these, the quality of our environment will quickly deteriorate.  

¶ I rated nearly everythi ng very high priority because we really need to do all of these things for the health and well -

being of our city, our kids, and our planet. I view Environmental Stewardship as one of humanityõs greatest 

challenges, and possibly an existential threat for ma ny species and possibly civilization as we know it. Bellevue 

should be a leader because we are innovative, highly educated, and environmentally aware. The nation needs 

cities like ours to set an example and urgency for faster change enabled by smart techno logy, fiscal responsibility, 

and social justice.  

¶ Tree removal and replacement with concrete and building is happening more and more in Bellevue. Trees are one 

of the best and cheapest  natural ways of slowing climate change. Natural habitat also is calmin g and can help 

curb the frustration and violent tendencies due to living in a crowded environment.  
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¶ It is everyone's duty to be a responsible steward of the places where we live and work. The planet is overwhelmed 

and need our help for humans to survive.  

¶ (First, you misspelled 'priority' so many times on the survey that it sort of discredit the entire thing). There is urgency in 

acting. Bellevue could set an example for the rest of the nation.  

¶ They are tangible, visible issues that we greatly value in our be autiful city.  

¶ We are losing beautiful tree canopy in Bellevue due to development.  Would like to see more trees integrated into 

the development planning and more parks and green spaces to enjoy.  

¶ we drink water we don't want our water to be poor quality do  we?  

¶ Climate change is the overwhelming most important issue we face.  Bellevue needs to take leadership in pushing 

for a zero -carbon or less existence.  

¶ More natural elements.  

¶ Bellevue has the opportunity to be an example leadership community  

¶ Are things I put in my recycle bin really being recycled? Or shipped elsewhere? City should get on board to 

receive more recyclable items. Residents should receive a price break on compost the city sells back to us. We 

feed it to the city, afterall, in yard waste and  kitchen compostables. Harvest the wind on downtown structures.  

¶ Pesticides end up in streams and lakes. Please follow Seattle and ban glyphosate!! Also chemicals from artificial 

turf fields run off into storm drains. Horrible for our health and the wildlif e around us.  

¶ Bellevue, like many cities and businesses, takes actions that makes it appear environmentally focused -- but really 

are activities that are simply "playing" the environmental game. Total cost -- tangible and intangible -- of your 

actions must  be considered. When (low -use) bike lanes are created from existing vehicle space, there is no 

consideration of the environmental cost of cars sitting longer in traffic/idling/etc. When green space is eliminated 

for low -use bike lanes -- such as is being c onsidered to the north of the downtown library -- the cost of never again 

regaining that strip of nature is added in to the project. Allowing aggressive Uber drivers a blank check in the 

assumption they are keeping cars off the roads (they are in a car!) c ause issues when allowed anywhere to pick 

up passengers -- clogging traffic and pedestrian corridors and causing safety issues. Every action labeled 

"environmental" should consider total cost. It's more difficult to do so, but much better than "playing" at  

environmentalism.  
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¶ I am appalled that Bellevue is approving the cutting down of 300 trees on 148th and also appears to be supporting 

Energize the Eastsideõs plan to cut down thousands of trees for an unnecessary transmission line.  This line will be an 

eye sore for our City in a Park.   

¶ As one of the most affluent cities in Washington we should be on the forefront of environment stewardship. We 

have the ability, community support, and finances to do the right thing for our environment and future.  

¶ Trees are g reat for environment.  Need to educate people to not use herbacides and pesticides and synthetic 

fertializer.   Reward people who grow food not lawns.   Ban leaf blowers.   Promote dark sky initiates.    

¶ The environment should not only be important to ever yone, the well being of our environment should be at the top 

of everyone's daily activities, such as the list provided above.  Humans can not exist with a quality environment.  

One thing to possibly add to your list is noise pollution.  With all of the pow er lawn tools, like leaf blowers and 

purposely loud cars, this is having a negative affect on wildlife and the quality of life in this city.  

¶ Greenhouse gas emissions - this is one of the key measurements impacting climate change, so should obviously be 

a h igh priority.  Bellevue needs to understand the sources of greenhouse gas emissions and quickly tackle the ones 

that are easier to address, or have a disproportionate impact.  Energy -efficient buildings - this is low hanging fruit.  

There should be relative ly easy ways to improve energy efficiency / reduce energy usage, that don't cost much 

and don't impact people's quality of life (for example, having lights and heating/cooling systems automatically 

turn off when no one is around).  Renewable energy sources - This is the future of energy!  We need to lay the 

groundwork now, for every business and household to have the capability of generating / leveraging renewable 

sources in the future.  This also means saying no to projects like Energize Eastside and direct ing investment towards 

renewable sources.  Recycling and composting - In addition to encouraging households & businesses to do this, we 

also need to ensure that things actually get recycled, instead of being redirected to landfills.  Water consumption - 

PNW may become more water -scarce in the future, so we need to start instilling smart water usage behaviors now.  

¶ Because the city is destroying old greenscape at an alarming rate. These old trees are beautiful and are vitally 

important to clean air not to menti on they are beautiful. We are losing habitat for migrating and nesting birds and 

just becoming an ordinary, ugly concrete city. Please save our greenscape and tree canopies.  

¶ New buildings should have solar panels to create local energy. Large commercial b uildings and commercial 

campus's should additionally have distributed energy (small power plants) to create energy for their use and 

supply excess for local use.  

¶ Solutions related to these efforts are implementable with realistic and independent execution.  I think itõs important 

to lead with immediate tangible wins.  
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¶ Dec. GHC over all highest goal. All the others are ways to accomplish that.  

¶ Keeping our water clean and our "city in a park" environment with extensive tree canopy cover are key to 

maintaining our city going forward.  

¶ Stop using "rubber crumb" in turf fields.  There are cork alternatives or do natural grass/dirt fields.  The rubber crumb 

is dangerous for the environment and for our children.  

¶ Auto traffic is destructive in many ways:  to our lungs, to the climate, and to the quality of life.    Society needs to 

figure out how to convince people to drive less.  

¶ this survey is put together by a bunch of non technical//fake environmental propagandists for/by the City.  There 

are only two pr iorities Windows code fix and grid/battery storage (NY/CA/HI/TX are yrs ahead). The window code 

in the 14 northern sates is exactly opposite of England which uses 1/2 the energy has the USA per capita and still 

generates $1.8 GDP per unit of energy vs USA' s $1.  England requires a SHGC of 0,625 or higher.  England calls it 

""g"" not SHGC but the same measure.  the 14 Northern states/EPA/IEEE require 0.4 or less.  The state that wastes the 

most is the WA has it has the highest heating to cooling energy use o f ALL the 14 northern sates.  The major window 

GLASS makers and the EPA's for profit managed engineers at LLNL even spelled this out the EPS stupidity  down to 

the zipcode level to the EPA in 2012.  But the EPA has shit for brains, particularly Doug Anders on the EPA's Windows 

manager. I did same in 2013 to the Bellevue City Council  w/o knowledge of the LLNL(LivermoreNatLab) nor the 

GLASS makers testimony to EPA.  Council and City have done shit to look into, Mike Brennan was assigned it but he 

has too many  hair appointments.  In 2015ish I presented to the WA building code council's Energy TAG with a 

former board member of NFRA Nat Fenestration Rating Council and got the unbelievable response from one of 

the technical ""experts"" that "" don't think glass ca n  be made that clear"".  If not for all the criminal fraud by City of 

Bellevue Staff by Carol Helland (former) and the major !@#$n criminal Assistant City Attorney Matt McFarrland on 

Energize Eastside I would have handed them their ass gotten this shit fi xed by now.  The last honest politician in 

Bellevue is Bellevue Mayor Chuck Mosher (2003) who saw the fraud of the PSE/Olympic pipeline and got Gov Gary 

Locke to start the Citizens Commission on Pipeline Safety. which still mets but the fossil fuels keeps unbelievably 

ignorant.  Even Seattle Mayor Greg Nichols sued BP & Shell over the Olympic pipeline directly under 115kV lines 

after the 2004 Renton break (and the TWO 2003 WA William Pipeline breaks and the 2003 Tucson AZ spraying fuel 

all over homes) BP&Sh ell told Nichols to ""fuckoff ""that they were not going to hydro -statically test the Olympic 

pipeline and he had no legal way to force as Sen John McCain could in AZ.  Less than on year after the suit 

BP&Shell sold Olympic pipeline for 3.5cent on the doll ar (~$140M) in Dec 2005 to avoid the 10's of billions of liability 

when it breaks from PSE's AC inducted corrosion.  Thanks for looking out for us City Manager...I can only hope Bred 

is in the right place when the break or earthquake happens to be burned a live.  Back to windows:  The total waste 
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in WA since Feb 2009 when Obama  tax rebated only hot climate windows SHGC= 0.27 or less (the defacto 

standard in WA/14 cold climate states) is 20 times greater than all solar PV installed in WA State currently!!!!  Thus 

the !@#$%-up window code is eating all the energy saving of Solar PV in WA and drilling a hole of extra energy use 

of 19x/year and growing.  Residential window waste since Feb 2009 ~+200annual MegaWatts of energy and 

growing.  City of Bellevue is extr emely poorly managed.  As good 300,000 gallon gasoline break at Somerset PSE 

Olympic pipeline pipe current of 56 amps per PSE's EE EIS would do a wonderful job of fixing this save the +1000 

people that will be burned alive, namely at Tyee or Newport HS if break happens during school.   Call me if you 

give a shit about real energy saving will this skipped the 3 reports by the Dept of Energy on compact florescence 

bulbs from 45% of all bulbs are as wasteful as incandescent per given level of light output and move on to things 

that will cut Bellevueõs energy use in half.  Main focus for Bellevue is to learn what the !@#$% you need to do not 

fluff.  There is a major backlash coming from all this Bellevue Chamber of Corporate Socialism.  I think Trump is a 

baboon  but he is throwing less feces than all other politicians/Senior governments City&State. Brad M makes Trump 

look like a rocket scientist.  I did vote for him but if he keeps bashing the the US chamber of Commerce I may have 

to too.  

¶ Everything the city can do to promote recycling and composting will help both in our city and 'downstream'.  We 

need to protect our lakes and streams and wetlands, which we do not do.  We should stop taking trees down in 

public places.  And we should NEVER allow one inch of parkl and to be taken!   

¶ Bellevue is a hub for the entire eastside.  It can serve as a model for areas in east King County and the state.  It has 

parks and land under its control which if tended carefully can sustain more green space and tree canopy, clean 

strea ms. 

¶ Our children and our grandchildren.  

¶ Tree canopy contributes to our "City in a Park" goal  

¶ Bellevue has grown to become a busy city with a lot of businesses and increasing traffic so it is important to monitor 

green gas emissions and enforce recycling/c omposting.  

¶ You can do more in codes to address efficient buildings.  A City in a Park --should not be cutting trees.  You are 

under your goal now --why is this not a bigger priority.  Why  allow PSE to build more poles and wires and cut more 

trees when there  are better alternatives that don't harm our environment.  You should force them to use these.   

¶ Environmental responsibility is important to the health and economic  viability of our entire community.  

¶ It's critical to plan for the future so that the futur e is worth planning for.  
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¶ they should be self -evident; but, they also need to be realistically 'do -able' and have the potential to make an 

impact commensurate with their expense.  

¶ These will have an impact now, but also will have an impact over the long ter m.  We must not only stop degrading 

our environment, but must take steps to reverse the damage that's already been done.  

¶ Not on bike paths.  There are many elderly people who will not ride a bike.  There is too much money being spent 

on bike lanes when so many more vehicles use the street than bikes.  I drive Main Street and see one bike there.   

¶ Tree canopy in neighborhoods should be the top priority.  Too many old trees are taken out to improve views or...  

it should be illegal to cut healthy trees.  

¶ Bellevue is a forward looking city, and a I believe everyone, including Bellevue Council leadership, is concerned 

about our climate. Making the commitment to the ideas, such as those in this survey, would put Bellevue in front of 

the climate crisis, not behind it trying to catch up. Bellevue should be a strong climate leader  Support Washington 

Public Lands to build renewable energy. Public sources leads to public school and public benefit.  Clean Lake 

Washington. It is unacceptable to have so many health issues and no swim days.  Enforce limits until major 

infrastructure is complete and new traffic patterns and solutions are established, e.g. underground utilities.  I support 

new laminated timber beams as a sustainable construction material.  Allow experimental inno vations in 

construction, design, and mechanical systems taht allso greener building,  ex. powerhouse, modular.  Advocate for 

the completion of the I -405 Master Plan to relieve congestion on city arterial streets. Congestion causes energy use 

and air pollution.  Build more bike lanes without reducing car lanes, to encourage commuting by bike in areas 

without steep grades.  Build an off street bike trail in BelRed and Wilburton.  Show leadership with Metro to get better 

transit service in Bellevue.  Charge developers more - Increase traffic impact fees to require developers to pay more 

for the traffic they create, both for roads and air quality.  Build more downtown loading zones for passenger 

pickup.  Much more ambitious but timed correctly. Loss of trees take s decades to replace. The technological 

advances that grow them faster are yet to be practical.  

¶ I think Bellevue needs to focus on being proactive in doing everything it can to lessen impact/load on 

environment.  Proactively keeping and planting more trees ,  cleaning water, building to LEED specs, reducing our 

footprint, providing alternatives for energy.  Be leaders. .  

¶ "City in the Park" is our goal.  Bellevue should strive to achieve that goal.  

¶ Bellevue is a technologic leader with a history of being "a city in a park" We should be embracing new technology 

to gain efficiency, reduce carbon footprint and maintaining our quality of life with our tree canopy, parks and well -

planned complimentary development.  
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¶ Reducing car traffic by single occupancy vehicle s reduced energy and traffic.   Please, stop adding more lanes, 

and focus on getting the M -F drivers out of their cars.  The bellevue transit center is very well - used & I find it to be 

a very nice alternative to driving.  

¶ Cities needs open space. Too man y tress disappearing due to development. Even small open spaces should be 

incorporated into developments.   

¶ Climate change will happen whether we act or not. We need resiliency to mitigate the impacts. Renewable 

energy can be and will be cheaper the quicke r we build up momentum in that direction. Water quality is 

important because Bellevue is growing too quickly for it to be able to mitigate lake and stream pollution due to the 

sheer volume of discharge into those waters by a growing population, their pets and their lifestyles.  

¶ The òhigh priorityó issues are issues that the City has actual jurisdiction and/or provides directly-related services.  

While I appreciate the sentiment around other sustainability issues, Iõm not sure how the City would affect change 

beyond lip service. Therefore setting potentially -unrealistic expectations.  

¶ Climate change is a reality.  All of the above measures are necessary for us to maintain a livable community.  

¶ Our city is getting more populated with buildings, cars, and people. And there is no end in sight. We conyinur to 

add to the environmental problems, so must do what we can to mitigate them. I love living in Bellevue and want 

to continue to feel proud of our city and it's efforts to keep it beautiful, clean, and a he althy place to live.  

¶ I ranked ôwater quality in lakes and steamsõ, ôtree canopy coverõ, and ôaccess to green space/ parksõ as very high 

priority because they can work synergistically to to impact a number of issues: the health of individuals in the 

communi ty,  the health of the Sound and its unique creatures, and the impact of climate change ( limiting it & 

mitigating itõs impacts).  Moreover, these are areas are very clearly the responsibility & duty of a city to manage.  

¶ Bellevue does not do an effective job of promoting effective recycling.  Paper is landfilled due to concerns over 

paper contamination but no alternative is given for offices or those individuals with high quality uncontaminated 

paper.  We have to take plastic film to the grocery store wher e bins are usually overflowing.  You have to search to 

find the location for styrofoam dropoff.  Bellevue can do better.  

¶ Implementation is relatively easy and affordable, with payoffs for the entire community. Some of the options seem 

environmentally frien dly in the short term but may not be so in the long run - what is the environmental impact of 

disposing of the electric car batteries?  
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¶ All of these issues are critical to effectively responding to the threat of climate change. We can't afford not to 

focus intently on each of these; none of the items I identified as Very High Priority is more important than 

others...they must all be address.  This should be part of a COMPREHENSIVE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 

¶ Promoting mass transportation and getting cars out from our  streets will impact immediately our environment, not 

only air pollution but also noise pollution. Doing so as a high prio will fix two problems at the same time: congestion 

and environment. The other items are interesting too but their result is in a long er term.  

¶ Bellevue is at a crossroads that could go in diverse directions. The goal of a òcity in a parkó could be drastically 

undercut by choosing the wrong pathway. Once the tree canopy is diminished, with proposed projects like 

Energize Eastside, there i s no going back. The residents who have chosen to live in Bellevue are here because of 

the quality of life - and the streams and parks and neighborhoods are a major factor in that decision.  

¶ We should be a leading community on all of this.  With Amazon mov ing in we have an opportunity to lead and 

build out a sustainable city with big (Huge) business partners.  

¶ We have to protect what we have within our borders.    I don't have expectations that as a single city we are 

going to avert climate change, but we sh ould value and protect our waterways and trees.  

¶ Truly I believe all of the issues you listed in this survey are of extremely high priority, and should be for the city of 

Bellevue as well. If the Bellevue considers itself to be a modern green city, then we should do more present that 

were actually following through on this goal. One quick change that can be made is to pass an ordinance, like 

Seattle did years ago, to require all food businesses serving food to use compostable products for take out, and 

eat i n when reusable dishes, flatware, glassware are not used.  And to ensure all businesses and parks install use 

compostable trash cans, recyclable trash cans in addition to the regular trash cans  

¶ Tree canopy is especially important to the ecosystem on the ea stside (water quality, air quality, erosion).  While 

Bellevue has "talked a good game" about sustaining and even expanding the tree canopy, Bellevue's actions are 

contradictory.  In fact the tree canopy is DWINDLING faster than ever.  Bellevue's actions MU ST speak louder than 

their words.  Please take concrete actions to sustain and expand the eastside tree canopy.  

¶ We have solar on our home. It is amazing how much can be generated on even a cloudy day.  Why wouldn't we 

take advantage of this on all building s, parking structures  etc..  

¶ Because of the hills in Bellevue and the congestion, I am not big on biking and making the lanes accommodate 

bikes. I do think, since we may not be able to depend as much on the snow pack in future, rain capture becomes 

more i mportant.  
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¶ For me, restoring the forest canopy brings me health and peacefulness and is an immediate source of relief when I 

think about climate change. But as well I've seen tons of research that supports the way I view the world. I think 

that we too often  prioritize business needs over the happiness of individual people and we should stop simply 

catering to bringing business here and pushing growth. I would like to see a smaller human footprint, smaller 

business footprint, less temporary housing but better  permanent housing (i.e., focus on condos instead of 

apartments), more forests, trees, and trails, clean water, and better access for average folks to use alternative 

energy solutions. I also do not think our public utilities should be privatized for my re asoning of business doing well 

for itself and investors and not supporting people. The way I listed the items above, all of them are actually 

important to me; I just tried to prioritize my most immediate feelings.  

¶ Too much kow -tow -ing to developers and bus inesses. Too many city council members are trying to compete with 

Seattle and become an urban center. Focus on green space, parks, neighborhoods, and families.....not on 

attracting new businesses, more workers, more traffic congestion, and more crime that comes with them.  

¶ Plant more trees, save trees, especially larger, older trees.  We need tree canopy for oxygen and cooling shade.  

Bicycle lanes are nice for cyclists, but I rarely see them being used and often see bicyclists on sidewalks right next 

to bike  lanes. It would be nice to find a way for bicyclists to pay somehow especially since drivers are not only 

paying for the bike lanes, but also losing parking and driving space.  

¶ Rainfall catchment to help water consumption/conservation when maintaining gree n city spaces. Water quality in 

streams means clean water, no diseases, sickness.   tree cover helps with climate change and erosion control and 

shade during sunny days and green scenes during spring and summer. Green spaces for physical and mental 

health.   

¶ With so much development, the city needs to make sure that we take into consideration green space  

¶ I am an environmental sciences student at the University of Washington Seattle, a member of 350.org Eastside, 

DSA, and am involved in local projects to impr ove greenspace and urban living in Bellevue. Climate change is a 

really important issue that I believe Bellevue should be doing more on. As a technological hub with multinational 

companies, we should be able to be a green city of the future and meet and ex ceed the climate goals set forth in 

the King County Cities Climate Collaboration.  

¶ Frankly, I think everything on this list is Very High Priority, so it's difficult to separate them. However, I think Bellevue  

could be better at encouraging alternative tran sportation (no tree cover for long stretches on major routes, which 

makes for unpleasant walks/bike rides), and much better at reducing waste (I'm one of the few people on my 

block who puts out a compost bin on trash day).  
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¶ Climate change is happening now and it's too late to stop it, but that doesn't mean we shouldn't stop making 

positive changes that might help mitigate it to some degree. We simply have to change our lifestyle by lowering 

emissions and adding to green space wherever we can.  

¶ I don't know e nough about Bellevue's current "state of the state" on many of the above, or how much impact the 

city can realistically make. The ones that I do believe Bellevue can impact are Energy -efficient buildings, Tree 

canopy cover, Access to parks and green space which IMO isn't really about sustainability but important 

nonetheless.  

¶ These are ALL very high priority to me, because I know the urgency requires that we do all that we can. Buildings 

and transportation are our biggest source of pollution,  so we need to act on those, but the other actions are part 

of the solution too.  

¶ I am 28, and I see a future of increased frequency and intensity of natural disasters caused by anthropogenic 

climate change, along with the continuation of the 6th mass extinction and so m any other horrible problems. Even 

if we hit all the targets of the Paris 2020 climate agreement, it's still too little, too late. The only reason I put electri c 

cars at only "high" priority is that they're pretty small potatoes compared to, say, pressuring  the tech industry to 

support environmental initiatives in the city.  

¶ Climate change is the biggest threat to our existence right now. We cannot stop it but we can at least slow it while 

we figure out how to survive it. We must.  

¶ I think the city could mode l and expect a certain level of sustainability from residents/workers around making these 

things commonplace around recycling/composting, access to and protections for parks/green space, protecting 

wildlife/water quality.  

¶ It's important for future generat ions who live in the city that they are able to go outside and enjoy the city, as we 

have before then. To do that, the city needs to make sure that it's protecting the water resources and trees from 

pollutants in a long term, sustainable manner.  

¶ I ranked based on the reality of achievable actions.  I believe EV is a reality and city needs to focus on moving all 

vehicles to electric, which will reduce greenhouse gas emission.  

¶ I ranked the ones I understood what they might mean. it would be easier if there was a blurb  by ea idea to explain 

it. SAVING the trees that exist & if possible not allowing homeowners/ investors to cut down trees that were old in 

1950 when houses in my street were built and are not huge.  A couple buyers decimated their tree s & never 

moved in so I assume they are Investors fouling the area.  
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¶ WE need to be fiscally responsible as well as protect our quality of life.  Solar and wind are not as efficient as hydro 

in our area; it makes sense to use what is abundant.  

¶ I think the ci ty of Bellevue should address Climate Change directly instead of burying in a confusing mess of other 

issues. Climate Change is one of our most important issues.  

¶ As one of the states largest cities, Bellevue should lead by example by allocating time, energ y & resources  

¶ Climate change - It can't be ignored any longer. Our childrens' and grandchildrens' lives will feel the impact of this 

crisis fully. I hope it's not too late. The current fed. administration's policies are staggering!  Alternate transportation - I 

use Metro and Sound Transit for any trips over 3 miles; otherwise, I walk. Got rid of my auto years ago. Still, I feel that 

pedestrians are treated as second -class citizens in Bellevue.  Water quality - We do well here - probably could do 

better.  Trees- Trees provide oxygen - planners should choose wisely re variety of species.  Access to parks and green 

spaces - Bellevue already does well in this area. More green area is always better, in my opinion. We have enough 

high -rises (I'm 75).  

¶ I don't see many plac es composting in Bellevue, and recycling options seem more limited than in some 

neighboring cities. Given how much waste is produced, incentives to reuse and recycle can go a long way. Also, 

one of the best things about Bellevue is its greenery, and I'd lo ve to not only see it preserved, but also expand.  

¶ Until prevention comes into play, we cannot really hope to relieve the pressure that we are putting on Earth by 

using resources unsustainably. Therefore, finding alternative renewable resources, such as sol ar and wind, and 

using them efficiently at a low cost so that they can replace oil in the industry should be our first priority. While 

electric vehicles are great, they are costly and the technology is still developing, which is why we should focus on 

more  affordable alternatives such as public transportation. While recycling is wonderful, most recycled boxes end 

up in the trash because people don't know how to recycle effectively, rendering it ineffective.  

¶ It will set an example for all the cities in the w orld, how they can grow along with not destroying or affecting the 

climate until we have to move out of the city or go far to enjoy outdoors. Cities will grow, people will move to cities 

and that is inevitable but before anything that happens we should mak e them sustainable.  

¶ There are many cars driving everyday. and it polluted much CO2. That's the main reason of climate change. Also 

many people don't recycling and compost properly. At least they are not think it's their responsibility.  

¶ I think City of Bell evue should improve the public transport service, for example more bus or more bus hours to 

encourage people to use public transport instead of driving. Besides, bus should be more reliable or on time. This 

will eventually reduce pollution from car.  
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¶ Climat e change is bad  

¶ I ranked climate change and energy issues the highest. Climate change is coming and we need all hands on 

deck to make Bellevue still a livable place and hopefully do our part to help on the world scale as well. I think 

managing our energy u se is a good way to accomplish that.  

¶ I think the traffic congestion will be an issue for the environment. Not only it encourage use to drive more due to 

the public transportation does not suffice. Also this would cause more greenhouse gases.  

¶ Climate change  is HERE. We have to act on what the science makes clear - we need to conserve water, and plan 

on it getting more volatile in terms of climate. This has broader impacts, of course.  

¶ I am concerned about the height of the building the increased noise and the loss of trees and green spaces.  

¶ So much toxic products in landfills and around us need to be vigilant where you see toxic waste dumping in 

[illegible] waste receptacle.  

¶ Although we say we're trying, I think we begin things to help the planet to be better but we don't go in depth. I 

think we also should educate the next generation on these issues. Not just touching the surface, but so it can live in 

our lives.  

¶ High priority: domes for 2117 solar flare; polymer domes and arbor day tree planting: spreading th is; similar, too 

add, to Oregon CA. Deposit for recycling build jobs. Stop tree cutting! without permits.  

¶ Less gas cars. Turn off lights when necessary.  

¶ Prevent environment contamination  

¶ Everything is important, the Earth is burning, hope we can save it  

¶ I just know the taxes that should be paid for running say, Microsoft, T -Mobile, the wage gap. Infrastructure 

sustaining the people. Anything going into streams, lakes, ocean. What's being used to power Bellevue coal, dam, 

solar, nuclear. Ways of permanent st orage of spent fuel rods. If coal regulation on filters that fall to companies big 

business and small. Seems to be different country compared to Tacoma/Seattle Bellevue - seems to have more 

financial resources.  

¶ In all honesty, all these issues are very impo rtant and need time and resources allocated to them. But if I had to 

prioritize and pick a top 3, I'd say:  Reduce gasoline dependent vehicles and reduce traffic population through 

alternative means of transportation (public transit, ride share programs, el ectric bikes)  Litter control and recycling - 
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clean up waste and reduce waste  Develop more green areas and preserve natural areas; reduce urban 

development from overexpanding. Utilize existing properties and develop size efficiency buildings (ex. like Microt el 

hotels)  

¶ Establish a climate action plan, set up science -based GHG emissions reduction goals. Educate citizens, increase 

awareness.  

¶ Public transport to Seattle  

¶ Stores can discontinue use of plastic bags. Encourage bringing reusable tote bags.  

¶ I think everyone should focus on these!  

¶ Parks and green spaces are two things that the City can do that improve the quality of life for it's citizens that are 

both affordable and have true impact on global issues.  

¶ The reason a lot of people chose to live her e is because of the beautiful green environment, the clean water and 

lack of pollution. With both climate change and rapid development in this area threatening to alter our quality of 

life irrevocably, it's urgent that everybody contribute to solving these  problems and protecting the natural beauty 

we appreciate so much.  

¶ with so much development, Bellevue is losing too many trees. I want to see an organized approach to planting 

many more trees. According to the science, more trees can make a HUGE difference  to the environment.  

Bellevue needs to become a leader in this. In my neighborhood, people cut trees too readily. Also: water 

quality/consumption should be a huge issue to watch for.  

¶ EVs have a direct impact on both greenhouse emissions and health (air po llution). Bus coverage is not good. Buses 

are often full, late. Routes aren't good enough. It should be better to drive buses than cars. Trees directly impact 

both greenhouse gases and air pollution. They also help lessen temperature extremes and increase value of 

neighborhoods.  

¶ My main concern it the disappearing tree canopy.  The City needs to adopt stronger restrictions and penalties for 

tree removal - and they need to do it NOW.   The rapid growth in Bellevue and related construction is also very 

concer ning to me.  I live up near Crossroads and all there are too many multi -story apartment/condo buildings 

going up.  It ruins the skyline and makes the horrible traffic even worse (and I doubt future light rail is going to help 

the traffic situation that muc h).   
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¶ I chose these because the city is able to actively impact those issues and those issues can have a positive impact.  

Some of the actions the city has taken recently, for instance the new bike lanes, I believe will actually have a 

negative impact. Be cause more traffic congestion and have an extremely low level of usage so because of those 

bike lanes I believe we will have an increase in vehicle emissions. I am a biker but am well aware those lanes make 

no sense. I recently attended CERT training where  Bellevue representatives handed out water in plastic bottles. 

These are the kinds of things that are common sense that Bellevue should look to first. Focus on getting rid of 

packaging, discourage use of plastic water bottles and certainly model that......  I think the green cleaning product 

seminars that are going on around the city are an excellent idea.  

¶ I think Bellevue needs to launch a major public education campaign on HOW to properly recycle and compost. I 

see many people not knowing the proper way s o they end up putting lots of trash and food soiled materials into 

the recycling stream. They need to know not only the rules, but why they should care enough to do it correctly.  

¶ Manage the impact of growth (traffic, services, consumption of water and ele ctricity) via sustainable means and 

legislation  

¶ My high priority issues are those that combine positive business and social impact for all. The costs of some of the 

other issues, such as electric cars or energy -efficient buildings, seem out of the price ra nge for medium - to low -

income residents.  

¶ I think we should all focus on doing all we can to ensure the longevity of our planet and the quality of life of those 

to come. These things are critical - past critical in some cases - and no longer optional.  

¶ Addre ssing climate change is a top priority for me. I can't think of one that's higher actually, since our collective 

survival depends on it. I highlight several as very high priority because I think we need a multimodal approach if 

we're going to make enough p rogress in the time we have to make a difference. Personally I'm especially pulled 

towards preserving the water quality in streams and the tree canopy cover. The latter I think should not just be a 

matter of planting more trees, but should also be a matter  of preserving old growth trees. I was at a City of 

Bellevue meeting about trees last year where the city arborists explicitly admitted that there was no enforcement 

of the restrictions on cutting down old growth trees in that no consequences for doing so had ever been imposed. 

That is an untenable way for the city to act if we are going to have any hope of maintaining, let alone growing, 

our tree canopy.  There must be real consequences for cutting down old growth trees, especially if the parties 

involved have not done due diligence to see if there are alternatives to cutting down the trees (i.e. putting wires 

underground rather than in the air, or building around existing trees, etc.). ALSO, replacing old growth trees with 

young trees, even at a ratio  of 1 to 5, doesn't work. So many of those new trees don't survive because they're not 

properly planted or maintained. Even if they all survived, though, their ability to capture carbon, provide shelter to 
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wildlife, or even just shade and beauty to humans is n ot anywhere close to the old growth trees they are replacing. 

It will take decades for them to be able to actually replace the old growth trees. In other words, it will take until 

they themselves become old growth trees. So please let's stop pretending tha t planting saplings will make up for 

cutting down old growth or even mature trees.  

¶ To me, all of the options under climate change are also ways to reduce the impact of climate change, do its ALL 

important.  The important thing should be determining where w e get the highest bang for our buck - not just in 

terms of dollars, but overall positive impact.  

¶ I'd like to see the city's fleet be all electric, but I don't see a role for the city in incenting residents to purchase EVs.  

They are expensive and not every one can afford this.  

¶ It's always good to be mindful of the resources you are using and their impact on the environment even though 

some people might not believe in climate change. I believe by being a thoughtful leader in environmental 

stewardship, we can lead to more and more cutting their greenhouse gas emissions (in general leading an 

environmentally friendly life), which will benefit us all in the long run  

¶ Climate change may be the most important issue in our future  

¶ Alternate transportation mode: 1. To encourage walking in high density areas such as downtown Bellevue the path 

should be conducive. Making Bellevue way with Tree canopy by separating sidewalks from the main thoroughfare 

with trees gives buffer zone to walk friendly, at same time with trees i n place it reduces the emission load into 

environment.  2. Renewable energy sources: Making all new high rise buildings roofs to be garden friendly: if they 

are commercial buildings green plantation, if residential buildings, residents can garden or have Ba rbeque 

gathering.  b: All new permits require putting solar energy, encouraging customers to have solar power by giving 

incentives, and educating them how they can make money by pumping electricity to grid.  Encouraging high 

density living with access to pa rks and green space, discouraging large homes with big lot sizes, by making more 

zero lot construction available.  Mixed housing  Making all businesses to start charging for customers who don't bring 

their bags (25 cents per bag) including ethnic supermarket s and shops  Making all restaurants including take outs, 

ethnic restaurants to stop using foam containers  Provide incentive to restaurant customers who bring their own 

containers to take left overs  Charging all online businesses for package disposal costs  Make all new permits to 

have green certified including single family residences  

¶ It is difficult for the average citizen to control things like energy efficient buildings or to a certain extent renewable 

energy sources.   So we need larger, structural suppor t for these things.  Also energy efficient buildings and water 

quality in streams have very long -term impacts and can be very good for business.  
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¶ Since there is so much construction going on in Bellevue, there should be strict requirements for energy effici ency.  

Also with so much construction, so many trees are being cut down, there should be an effort for planting more 

trees. 

¶ Because accessing parks and green spaces help with promoting community. In order to have parks, we need 

trees and park maintenance. We will not have parks to maintain if we are not serious about climate change and 

its impacts. It's all connected.  

¶ There is nothing more pressing. And if a place like Bellevue can't do it...  

¶ When I look at my top 5 priorities - I see water, trees, clean air  & learning to be adaptable!!  These seem key to 

making  daily life work for ALL and work WELL for ALL  

"Priority should be on the carbon output of residences and business in Bellevue.  The carbon output from the City of 

Bellevue per se is very small in comp arison.  Focus on big problems. For example, disinformation about electric 

cars, lack of charging infrastructure, car dealers who discourage selling electric cars to customers.  Lack of local 

battery storage, we lack incentives to switch to home heat pumps ,  Solar in the winter is not useful without battery 

storage from the summer.  Why not do hydro pumped storage at Lakemont park.  What is better, more trees or 

more solar?  

¶ Creating a city that can thrive through the impacts of climate change, while simulta neously reducing its GHG 

would not only set up Bellevue for long -term social, economic, and environmental success, but also would serve as 

a shining example for the rest of the world.  The stakes of inaction are high.  

¶ These issues are (as far as I know) the most important ones on the list that can help mitigate the negative effects of 

anthropogenic climate change. Climate change is the biggest issue the world is facing right now, and as part of 

the world, Bellevue must also treat climate change as t he colossal issue that it is.  

¶ I believe all of these things have a significant impact on climate change.  I believe Bellevue can lead the country 

and be an example of how focusing on sustainability does not hamper business, but rather improves it.  

¶ I want t o continue being known as a City in a Park.  

¶ Alternative transportation modes, Tree canopy, and access to parks and green spaces what make our city so 

special. Lets do better than we've done so far.  

¶ Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is critical to meeti ng Paris Climate Agreement goals and slowing the 

effects of climate change  
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¶ Decrease use of chemicals (herbicides and fertilizer) to maintain green spaces and set an example by using 

organic methods for gardening.  

¶ 1.  Change all blowers to electric and empl oy more brooms, move loud machines to commercial areas  2.  Create 

low level noise/sound legislation like West Seattle/Alkai Beach to reduce loud cars, trucks, blowers, horns, 

motorcycles, amplified sound --all too much now that taller buildings create sound  reverberation that is killing our 

good city vibe.  Plant evergreen trees, not maple or pin oaks that require high -pollution machines to clean after 

and do not clean the air during the winter.  Evergreens work year -round with no need for blowers, please, pl ease 

adopt this policy!!!!!!  

¶ Getting off of fossil fuels must be our number one priority or our children will not have the safe climate they should 

have a right to. The climate crisis is our number one priority.  

¶ Climate change is the most pressing problem  facing us at the moment, and Bellevue needs to do its part.  

¶ Tree canopy is a city issue, not a personal property owner issue.  

¶ Managing energy resources and reducing usage is critical as we face increasing effects of climate change. And 

this is part practi cal, part esthetic, but we need to keep our trees!  

¶ Given that transportation and electricity generation account for over half of the U.S.'s total greenhouse gas 

emissions per year, EVs, public transit, and renewable energy are some of the most impactful p laces to start 

making change. These sectors also account for significant amounts of air pollution, which has well -documented 

negative effects on health.  Improving the energy efficiency of existing buildings often requires less upfront capital 

than other so lutions, and it means that we're not wasting energy. Reducing overall consumption - whether by 

conservation or actual reductions - is key if we are to sustainably support the growth this area has experienced.  

Lastly, tree cover and green spaces are special ly critical in urban areas, as they clean the air, moderate the urban 

heat island effect, increase mental wellbeing, and deter crime.  https://www.mnn.com/earth -matters/wilderness -

resources/blogs/cities -need -urban -forests-study -us-forest -service  https://www.mnn.com/health /healthy -

spaces/blogs/do -not -underestimate -life-savingpower -urban -trees https://www.mnn.com/earth -matters/wilderness -

resources/stories/ how -trees-combat -urban -heat -island -effect   

¶ The key to sustainability will be offering the community an incentive to switch without forcing low income families 

into poverty to make the change. Residents operating off the grid and in van lifestyles have demo nstrated how to 

achieve self -sustaining residencies. Bellevue can take the lead in this program by learning the methods of these 

residents and applying them to larger community systems of Bellevue: schools, business, utility companies, etc. 

https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/blogs/cities-need-urban-forests-study-us-forest-service
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/blogs/cities-need-urban-forests-study-us-forest-service
https://www.mnn.com/health/healthy-spaces/blogs/do-not-underestimate-life-savingpower-urban-trees
https://www.mnn.com/health/healthy-spaces/blogs/do-not-underestimate-life-savingpower-urban-trees
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/how-trees-combat-urban-heat-island-effect
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/how-trees-combat-urban-heat-island-effect
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Offering tax in centives will help make the transitioning burden easier. Decentralize the green technology to the 

community and allow them to buy and sell with their neighbors. This will increase the local economy, too.  

¶ The city and state lacks the thought that building all the high rises cuts down on cooling of wind, condenses and 

reflects sun in the summer increasing temperatures, stops water from penetrating though the ground naturally. 

Basically making a concrete jungle that does not allow natural filtration of our wa ter!  

¶ I believe that as we become more urban it is important that we retain green spaces for our citizens and those who 

work and visit and also because those green spaces help replenish the air and consume carbon from the 

atmosphere. I am concerned about wa ter quality and how it can negatively impact fish and other animals.  With 

all of the building going on I think it is a good idea to encourage builders/developers to be thoughtful about the 

efficiency of the spaces they are building.  I believe the work th at is being done on EasTrail and on the Bellevue 

Connection are important steps in encouraging walking/biking.  A downtown circulator that helps people get 

around downtown without having to take short drives would also be helpful (especially on the dark an d rainy 

days).  

¶ We are in a climate crisis. The City is NOT doing enough in every issue. Energy and transit are the biggest emitters 

and should be prioritized - I would love to see the city require new buildings to meet high energy -efficiency 

standards and  incentivize residents and businesses to use alternative transportation. This is still a car -centered city 

and there are many streets in the city that are dangerous to bike down - NE 8th st is NOT safe for biking please 

update the bike map to show an hones t assessment of safe bike lanes.  

¶ I believe that alternative transportation modes and improvement in these areas such as improved schedules, 

increased frequency and accessibility would generate more use and cut back on traffic and emissions. Proper 

waste ma nagement and education will also decrease green house gas emissions and hopefully cut back on 

excessive consumption of materials.  

¶ We only have one planet, we need to take care of it.  I would love to use transit services, but they often done run 

where or when I need them to.  Green is important for mental health as is clean water and energy.  

¶ These are all important things that can be done to reduce the human impact on climate change - and Bellevue 

could be a model city for others to emulate if we can make  these changes well.  

¶ Bellevue is built around automobiles. Our lack of biking and walking infrastructure discourages people from using 

alternative transportation modes. We've given people one choice: driving everywhere. We need to provide 

infrastructure th at comfortably supports other modes.  
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¶ Tree canopies are a carbon sink, cool cities in summer, reduce storm water runoff, provide habitat, and make life 

better for the people around them. Bellevue is cutting down far too many giant mature trees and either no t 

replacing them at all, or replacing them with small ornamentals that don't provide shade, habitat, or significant 

carbon storage.  

¶ Keep and preserve park land and environmentally sensitive land.  Do not allow variances for steep slopes or critical 

areas.   

¶ All these issues are so very important.  Bellevue and the NW are great places to live, and hopefully we can 

maintain that for our children and their children.  

¶ I think the city of Bellevue should stop allowing old growth trees to be cut down and focus on maintaining our tree 

canopy.  

¶ Clean air and clean water should be the focus along with reducing land fill volume.  

¶ Limiting our carbon output is essential to combating the severity of climate change. This requires a multiprong 

approach of energy transforma tion, infrastructure, and planning. I placed high priority for issues that need to be 

changed to create sustainability.  

¶ Cars emit a lot of fossil fuels, having more sustainable options like walking and transit that are more comfortable 

and easier than dri ving is very important.  

¶ These priorities reflect what the City can control through policy and regulation to a great extent.  

¶ compost for multiple family complex  

¶ There are a strategic freeway on -ramp and off -ramp locations that are major the entrance points to the city of 

Bellevue (405 & NE 8th as an example) - many of these entrance points are littered with trash and overgrown brush 

its a very unwelcoming sight.  It gives the impression that the city is dirty - just add a pan -handler on the c orner and 

the scene is set!  Thank goodness for the Malls on that street that help give our city a better view.  This area needs 

help!  

¶ I think the City of Bellevue should focus on issues over which good programs and action can have a practical 

positive imp act and bring a better quality of life to its residents.  

¶ Sustainability and reducing greenhouse gasses are vital! The human race is in huge trouble unless dramatic 

changes happen now. Recycling is barely real anymore, but composting is very helpful. Bellev ue has the tax base 



Community & Stakeholder Engagement Phase 1 ð Fall 2019 

Summary Report  

October 2019      Page | 33 

 

to be a cutting -edge city where environmental issues are concerned. Why are there not bag, straw, styrofoam, 

and bottled water bans? All are easy and make a big impact.  

¶ The three items picked as a very high priority are tied to the pro tecting our environment.  Do things will a lasting 

impact on our City.  

¶ I would really like to see a focus on energy efficient building (both operational energy and embodied carbon).  

The amount of construction anticipated here in the short term will have a  tremendous long term impact on our 

emissions and we cannot afford to make construction choices that lock in carbon for many years to come.  I 

would also love to see more last mile solutions (rebates for electric bikes, expansion of ride2 services) which m ight 

allow a family to not invest in a second vehicle (or third...for teenagers, etc...)  

¶ Going green and battling climate change is an existential issue for our planet and everything that lives on it. 

Bellevue is one of the best cities in the world, let's be a leader in this movement.  

¶ Now is the time for cities and counties to take strong action on climate change. The IPCC report says we have 11 

years to make a major overhaul in our energy systems. Knowledge about the outlines and steps of what to do is 

ava ilable and growing, and taking these steps  can help with health, jobs, equity, and the natural systems around 

us. For the sake of the green place we love and the young people alive today, it's time to create an effective 

climate action plan for Bellevue, and put it in motion.  

¶ Bellevue is becoming a huge hub for corporate offices to spark up. This means needing better buildings, better 

public transit and retail to support the incoming number of people.  

¶ The greenery around Bellevue downtown is disappearing.  I'd love to see more trees around buildings or an off 

leash dog park to help business employees, and support green Bellevue.  

¶ The ones I chose for very high priority are those I think wouldnõt be too hard to focus on, such as recycling, but ones 

that will  make a big change.  

¶ Because they are the most powerful/important elements of the fight against climate change.  

¶ Bellevue is quickly becoming a concrete jungle. Perhaps the new lightrail will help elevate the increased traffic. At 

the same time new large ten ants will be brining more jobs and traffic into downtown Bellevue.   

¶ I think every city in the world should be prioritizing limiting their environmental footprint. We're already past the 

point of no return and in a literal climate emergency so it's ridicul ous to me that more cities in our country aren't 
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doing more. I appreciate living in this area where people tend to share my views and I hope that very soon, the 

rest of the world will follow suit.  

¶ Reducing GHG is most important. All the other issues are i nvolved in reducing GHG.  

¶ I urge the city to be more aggressive in developing its tree canopy. Trees trap carbon, and we'll need a lot more of 

them to begin the process of pulling carbon dioxide back out of the atmosphere. Trees can also be a moderating 

influence on such neighborhood conditions as air temperature and water runoff. A larger tree canopy will 

somewhat offset the effects of a hotter earth. PS: Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  

¶ I think encouraging alternate transport is especially important,  because encouraging transportation modes such 

as cycling will reduce traffic congestion, improve health and help reduce green house emissions and air pollution. 

Bellevue should prioritize dedicated bike lanes wherever possible.  

¶ Industrial regulation is ve ry important to climate change prevention. I do not know much about the data in 

Bellevue, but I do know that companies are some of the worst offenders in climate change, which needs to be 

regulated more.  

¶ I love the ocean and the animals in the ocean are no t living freely and comfortably because of our trash. Also the 

air is getting more polluted as the weather changed dramatically  

¶ Priorities need to include action that citizens can do like not use herbicides and pesticides and gas leave blowers  

¶ All of the  listed environmental issues should be very high priority as they are all interconnected. Addressing and 

preventing climate change impacts and ensuring the future health and livability of Bellevue and the Puget Sound 

region require a multi -prong approach. As Governor Inslee pointed out during his presidential bid, solutions to 

environmental issues are critical in addressing other community issues such as health, social/equity, safety, traffic, 

economy, jobs, etc. City of Bellevue needs to prioritize environ mental stewardship, which includes considering and 

evaluating environmental impacts in all of its projects. While this may seem challenging, it is a battle that is better 

fought now rather than later because the longer we wait, the fewer options we will ha ve and the more drastic 

changes we will need to make.  

¶ Commercial greenhouse emissions, systemic impacts, have a huge impact compared to individual people 

changing behaviors. Money spent to impact systemic reductions is a better investment.  

¶ All of these wil l improve quality of life in Bellevue - and make the city a leader in sustainability  

¶ Too many trees are being cut down. And climate change is......everything.  
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¶ Why? because its the right thing to do  

¶ Saving water doesnõt make much of a difference when agriculture is the culprit of significant wasteful usage, 

personal use is a drop in the bucket in comparison.  A lot of new construction is destroying trees, itõs not good for 

the environment and not good for peopleõs mental well being, looking at nature has been proven to lift mood.  

Walking and biking is dangerous in most of Bellevue. There need to be more no turn on red signs to make it safe at 

intersections. The light rail is coming, but can stops be reached without a car? Iõm not going to start riding my bike 

on a street where the bike lane suddenly ends and I need to merge with cars on an arterial.  

¶ For the future of our community and all who inhabit it.  

¶ Ban single use plastic bags and containers for grocery,food, drink, and restaurant takeouts.    

¶ I grew up in Bellevue and am 33 yrs old now. The loss of the tree canopy has devastated the green, natural beauty 

of the city. It used to be what makes Bellevue  different, now our neighborhoods look just like Seattle. Please please 

please place stricter rules to maintain and improve the tree canopy and significantly increase fines when rules are 

broken, make it impossible for the builders and developers to overlo ok this. 

¶ My biggest concern right now is the trees, which are being cut down everywhere I look by developers. I would like 

stricter rules about removing old trees. I also think conservation and renewable energy should be part of any 

building or renovation plan, and should be in our codes if possible.  

¶ Too many trees being cut for too many big houses.  

¶ Access to parks and green spaces increases general interest in prioritizing environmental issues. The health of 

streams and lakes has a huge impact on the ove rall health of ecosystems. Prioritizing trees also impacts that 

system.  

¶ The sudden growth of apartments and multiple houses crammed into tiny spaces feels like the city doesn't care 

about maintaining quality of life in our neighborhoods. An "Enclave" 4 -5 houses on a formerly standard lot starting 

at 1.3 mil, hundreds of apartment units with no adjustments to roads. Our streets are overburdened, we lack 

sidewalks, I don't feel safe anymore letting my kids roam. Trees are coming down and not being replaced b ecause 

there is a mega structure being thrown up. It's really starting to feel like Seattle. The quality of life that brought us 

here is quickly slipping away.  

¶ One thing I wish Bellevue was better at was protecting the tree canopy. Particularly with new de velopments. I 

want the growth of the city to continue rapidly as it has been, but specifically not at the expense of the tree 
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canopy. It would be great if we had better protections on old -growth trees.  The ""Electric Vehicles"" question was 

interesting, be cause I love it so much that I hope that we can make electric a requirement for new vehicles within 

5-10 years. But, it directly goes against ""Alternative transportation"", I'd rather a lot fewer vehicles downtown.  

¶ Quit removing trees for the sake of wort hless projects and sheer greed!!  

¶ We need more green spaces and shaded areas to get away from our his bustling city. Yes hey need to be spread 

out around city. Leave McCormick Park and Ashwood Park alone. They are perfect as is.  

¶ The climate catastrophe is upon us and every city has a grave responsibility to make swift changes to reduce GHG 

emissions.  I would like to see Bellevue focus on reducing GHG from transportation by improving conditions for 

people walking and biking, especially to and from the new l ight rail stations. I would also like to see Bellevue 

provide incentives for sustainable building practices, including transit oriented development, minimizing the 

construction of new offstreet parking, green building codes (passivhaus/living building stan dard), use of mass 

timber instead of steel and concrete, and effective commute trip reduction programs.  

 
My vision for environmental stewardship in Bellevue is...  

¶ Making moves that support the health of the planet and reduce causes of climate change  

¶ Engaging residents and the business community/workforce  

¶ Planned communities allowing separate bike lanes (see what Amsterdam does) and lights for bikers. Motorized lifts 

to make it easier to go up steep hills with bikes, metal slides to easily take bikes u p and down stairs. Efficient 

lighting, toilets, etc. Buildings donõt need to be òcertifiedó green to improve our city and planet.  

¶ Everyone is on board with making Bellevue an example of good environmental stewardship.  

¶ A shining light for a nation and a wo rld that desperately needs it.  

¶ Environmentally responsible city that puts environmental responsibility on the top of the priorities list.  The list of issues 

should be broader that above. For example, I do not see phasing out chemicals such as pesticides a nd herbicides 

from use in the city (Seattle has banned hieroglyphs use, for example).  The parks are being removed to give way 

to more buildings, both residential and businesses.  EMF pollution is huge (especially in downtown and more 

densely populated area s of the city) and will become worse with introduction of 5G.  Overall, Bellevue is way 

behind unfortunately, on being an environmentally responsible city.  
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¶ Using perceived community affluence to be leaders in community steps to be environmental stewards. Hi ghest 

value on clean living, preservation of natural areas, increased tree and shrub cover, healthy habitat for humans 

and wildlife. Reduce residential use of agricultural chemicals and services.  

¶ Let the residents decide what needs to be done, not some ove rpaid public servant.  

¶ Need to be realistic and balance with the city's other priorities. It should not be the main concern. But it should be 

a concern.  

¶ You need to enlist the participation of big business.  

¶ That all citizens understand and are supportive of  the importance of environmental stewardship and that this helps 

build momentum and participation in taking action.  

¶ A livable city with clean air and green spaces.  The opportunity for individuals to recycle and choose sustainable 

options without being forced to do so by the government.  

¶ this is too agenda 20 -30 to me Watch the hunger Games this is our future  

¶ all fossil fuels should be phased out - transportation, heating, and electricity production included.  This includes city 

operations and priva te citizens alike.  Gasoline powered vehicles should pay a carbon -sequestration tax.  

¶ Being a leader in sustainability  

¶ The city would learn how to stop stupid projects in their tracks and stop wasting city funds/resident's time.  It was 

pathetic to view how  the Parks Board was allowed to progress so far with a project for building a field house in 

green space at Wilburton Hill Park. There clearly were members wooed by the Bellevue Boys and Girls Club 

financial baubles.  Trees, greenspace, traffic be damned. After all, it was for the city's kids -- but was it? No. It had 

to be up to community members to ask the TOTAL COST questions that the Parks staff and board -- and City 

Council -- should have been asking. When information by the Wilburton Community came to  light -- such as the 

main audience were kids being bused daily from areas by Bellevue College (and kids attending school across the 

street wouldn't have access to the programs) -- it became odder and odder. Programs weren't designed for 

families. And hist ory showed agreements made for senior use at the Hidden Valley field house have not been 

honored.  Beyond that, trees would be slashed and asphalt slathered.  Pointing out the N -S power lines through the 

park and E -W Lake -to -Lake trail are animal freeways se emed to be new news to the city and parks folks. The 

critters that we are so lucky to have live in our city don't deserve to have their critical routes stopped by a building 

that wasn't doing them -- or the community -- any good.   
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¶ Keep our trees Use batte ries and solar panels for new construction.  

¶ Green energy, public transportation, organic fertilizers, no rubber crumb turf fields.  

¶ Respect environment like those who came before us and Educate current and future humans how.  Require 

elimination of bad chem icals ,  noisy leaf blowers and light pollution.   

¶ That Bellevue be know as a leader in not only environmental sustainability but environmental improvement, all the 

while creating a high quality place to live and work.  

¶ Doing the right thing for the sake of  our children and grandchildren.  No one wants future generations to suffer 

because we didn't take responsibility - while we still have a chance - to make our city a better place.  

¶ Probably move if things continue at the rate things are going. Our city is b ecoming ugly with everything being torn 

down, cranes everywhere and roads blocked by deliveries and construction. Maybe consider Staggering building 

permits and limit greenscape that can be removed. Look at using what is already there.  

¶ Stop bringing in ne w businesses into downtown, spread it out to outlying areas so workers don't have to travel so 

far. Traffic congestion is hard on the environment, green house gas emissions from all the traffic is bad.  

¶ Increasing the youth participation to drive lasting a doption because environmental stewardship requires 

personal/individual investment and change ñwhich takes time. Youth participation has the sustaining capacity for 

this type of transformation.  

¶ Defined measureable plan to dec GHG and meet K4C targets.  

¶ To implement policy that truly impact sustainability and not chase every fad or crisis that appears. Be Bellevue 

Smart and avoid the pitfalls of Seattle.  

¶ My vision is thousands of bicycles riding down I -405 and I -90, and no cars. (Buses are OK, in the transit l anes.)  

¶ complete restructuring of City of Bellevue as to not have!@#$ for brains on energy use/pollution creation / parks 

department waste.  I will bet Bellevue Parks Dept is 3x more expensive per capita than Mercer Is and my kids prefer 

Mercer IS parks.  The water dept and roads department rock as does the one senior financial manager I spoke 

with.  

¶ Stop taking park land, really protect our lakes/streams/wetlands, not just give it lip service.  




